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(54) Abstract Title 

Postcard with a detachable information storage disc (CD or DVD) 

(57) A postcard 2 has a disc-shaped recess 4 with adhesive 8 around its periphery so that a CD or DVD 3 can 
be detachably attached thereto. One embodiment (fig 3) provides the postcard with flaps 13 defined by slits 12 
which go above and below the disc 3; adhesive seals 14 secure the disc 3 to the flaps 13. A further 
embodiment (fig 6) provides the card 2 to be made of the same synthetic resin as the disc 3 so that they are 
joined by connecting sprues 20 which can be broken to release the disc 3. CD, DVD and other information 
storage discs can be mailed on postcards. 

An information storage disc 3 (eg a CD or DVD) is detachably carried on postcard 2 by adhesive 8 (Fig 1), 
adhesively sealed flaps 13 (Fig 3) or integrally moulded sprues 20 (Fig 6). 




Fig. 1 (A) 




Fig. 2(A) 
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TITLE OF THE INVENTION 

DISC CARRYING POST CARD 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a disc carrying post card, 
and particularly to a post card for carrying a disc such as a 
compact disc ROM (CD-ROM) , a digital versatile disc (DVD) , and 
the like, capable of storing optically readable information. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

An information storage disc such as a compact disc (CD) , 
a CD read only memory (CD-ROM) , a digital versatile disc (DVD) , 
and a DVD read only memory (DVD-ROM) can store optically readable 
information and provides a large storage capacity. Such an 
information storage disc is widely used as a medium for storing 
programs, music, images and the like, accordingly, information 
is provided by storing it on such an information storage disc. 

As a type of information delivery, direct mail is used 
for supplying information to an unspecified number of customers . 
In such a way, it is widely adopted to send post cards which 
describe advertisement or presents commercial products. 
However, it is impossible to cover a large amount of information 
due to a limited area for describing information cn such post 
cards. In this situation, it is noteworthy that a large amount 
of information is recorded on the information storage disc as 
described above and an attempt is made to send the information 
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storage disc for supplying a large amount of information, which 
cannot be supplied by means of the post card. 

In order to supply information using the aforesaid 
information storage disc, discs must be packed to be mailed. 
5 Therefore, this type of information delivery is infeasible at 
a cost for a post card. As a result, there is a problem of causing 
high postage costs for nailing such an information storage disc, 
and it has been impracticable to use the information storage 
disc as a meciur. for the purpose of such a direct mail. 

10 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to mail an 
information storage disc storing a large amount of inf ormation 
at a cost for a post card, thereby being capable of providing 
15 information such as music, images, text information and the like 
at a minimal postage cost- 

A first aspect of the present invention is to provide a 
disc carrying post card comprising an information storage disc 
having a hole at the center thereof for installation on an 
20 information read/write device, thedisc comprising: aperipheral 
portion provided around the hole, the peripheral portion having 
a predetermined thickness, the peripheral portion being used 
as a non-information recording area; an information storage area 
portion for storing optically readable information, the 
25 information storage area portion having a thickness thinner than 
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that of the peripheral portion around the hole; and an 
external peripheral portion having a thickness thinner than that 
of the peripheral portion around the center hole, the external 
peripheral portion being used as a non-information recording 
5 area, a post card main body provided with a recessed portion 
at a specified position, the recessed portion being formed by 
embossing the main body in a circular form corresponding to a 
shape of the information storage disc, and adhesive means for 
attaching the external peripheral portion of the information 

10 storage disc to the recessed portion in a detachable fashion 
so as that information recording side of the information storage 
disc faces the recessed portion. 

Here, the recessed portion may be provided with a through 
hole corresponding to the peripheral portion of the information 

15 storage disc such that the peripheral portion around the center 
hole is fit thereto. 

A second aspect cf the present invention is to provide 
a disc carrying post card comprising an information storage disc 
having a hole at the center thereof for installation on an 

20 information read/write device, the disc comprising: a peripheral 
portion provided around the hole, said peripheral portion having 
a predetermined thickness, the peripheral portion being used 
as a non-information recording area; an information storage area 
portion for storing optically readable information, the 

25 information storage area portion having a thickness thinner than 
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that of the peripheral portion around the hole; and an external 
peripheral portion having a thickness thinner than that cf the 
peripheral portion around the center hole, the external 
peripheral portion being used as a non- in for.T.= t ion recording 
5 area , a post cardmain body, on which a disc-form region is provided 
at. a specified position corresponding to the shape of the 
information storage disc, said disc-form region being divided 
by racial slits extending from the center thereof to provide 
apluralityof support flaps each having a shape of sector, wherein 
10 each of the support flaps is alternately placed on both sides 
of the information storage disc positioned to said disc-form 
region, and wherein an adhesive seal is attached to tips of the 
support flaps on each side of the information storage disc to 
hold the information storage disc. 
15 A third aspect of the present invention is to provide a 

disc carrying post card comprising an information storage disc 
having a hole at the center thereof for installation on an 
information read/write device, the disc comprising : aperipheral 
portion provided around the hole, the peripheral portion having 
20 a predetermined thickness, the peripheral portion being used 
as a non-information recording area; an information storage area 
portion for storing optically readable information, the 
information storage area portion having a thickness thinner than 
that of the peripheral portion around the hole; and an external 
25 peripheral portion having a thickness thinner than that of the 
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peripheral portion around the center hole, the external 
peripheral portion being used as a non-information recording 
area, a post card main body provided with a recessed portion 
at a specified pes it ion , the recessed portion being made s;:aller 
5 than the information storage disc in si2e, and adhesive means 
for attaching the external peripheral portion of the information 
storage disc to external peripheral portion of the recessed 
portion in a detachable fashion so as that information recording 
side of the information storage disc faces the recessed portion. 

10 A fourth aspect of the present invention is to provide 

a disc carrying post card comprising an information storage disc 
having a hole at the center thereof for installation on an 
information read/write device, the disc comprising : a peripheral 
portion provided around the hole, the peripheral portion having 

15 a predetermined thickness, the peripheral portion being used 
as a non-inf crmation recording area; an information storage area 
portion for storing optically readable information, the 
information storage area portion having a thickness thinner than 
that of the peripheral portion around the hole; and an external 

20 peripheral portion having a thickness thinner than that of the 
peripheral portion around the center hole, the external 
peripheral portion being used as a non-information recording 
area, a post card main body provided with a recessed portion 
at a specified position, the recessed portion being formed by 

25 providing an opening having a size of capable of receiving the 
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information storage disc and using a sheet to cover the opening; 
and adhesive means for attaching the external peripheral portion 
of the information storage disc to the recessed portion in a 
detachable fashion so as that information recording side of the 
5 information storage disc faces the recessed portion. 

A fifth aspect of the present invention is to provide a 
disc carrying post card comprising an information storage disc 
made of a synthetic resin material, the disc having a hole at 
the center thereof for installation on an information read/write 
10 device, thedisccomprising; a peripheral portion provided around 
thehole,theperi P heral P ortionhavinga P redetermined thickness, 
the peripheral portion being used as a non-information recording 
area; an information storage area portion for storing optically- 
readable information, the information storage area portion 
15 having a thickness thinner than that of the peripheral portion 
around the hole; and an external peripheral portion having a 
thickness thinner than that of the peripheral portion around 
the center hole, the external external peripheral portion being 
used as a non-information recording area, a post cardpiate having 
20 an opening larger than the information storage disc, the post 
card plate being made of the same synthetic resin as that of 
the information storage disc, and a connecting portion for 
connecting the post card plate to the information storage disc 
between the periphery of the information storage disc and the 
25 periphery of the opening of the post card plate in a detachable 



fashion . Here the information storage disc, the post card plate, 
and the connecting portion are made of the same synthetic material 
and unified by injection molding. 

The present invention allows an information storage disc 
5 storing a large amount of information to be mailed in the form 
of a post card. Therefore, a large amount of information can 
be supplied at a minimal postage cost, whereby providing 
information highly economically. In the present invention, the 
information storage disc itself is easily detachable. 
10 Accordingly, a recipient can easily remove the disc from the 
post card and mount the disc or. a reading apparatus, and 
information can be easily supplied to recipients without 
troubling them. The present invention provides a highly 
practical effect. 

15 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other objects and advantages of the present 
invention will become clear from the following description with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
20 Fig. 1(A) is a schematic perspective view of a first 

embodiment of a disc carrying post card according to the present 
invention; 

Fig. 1(B) is a sectional view showing an essential portion 
of the first embodiment; 
25 Fig. 2(A) is a schematic perspective view showing a 



7 



modification of the first embodiment according to the present 
invention; 

Fig. 2 (B) is a sectional view showing an essential portion 
of the modified first embodiment shown in Fig. 2(A); 
5 Fig. 3 is a schematic perspective view of a second 

embodiment according to the present invention; 

Fig . 4 is a schematic perspect ive view- of a third embodiment 
according to the present invention; 

Fig. 5 is a schematic perspective view showing a 
10 modification of the third second embodiment according tc the 
present invention; and 

Fig. 6 is a schematic perspective view of a fourth 
embodiment according to the present invention, 

15 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention will be described in detail with 
reference to the accompanying drawings by way of embodiments. 

In figures, the reference numeral 1 designates a disc 
carrying post card. The post card 1 comprises a post card main 
20 body 2 and an information storage disc 3 having a diameter of 
8 cm. As shown in figure, the post card body 2 is provided with 
a recessed portion 4 at a specified position of the rear side 
thereof. The recessed portion q is formed by embossing it in 
a circular form corresponding to a shape of the information 
25 storage disc 3. The information storage disc 3 has a hole at 
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the center thereof for installation on an information read/write 
device. The disc itself comprises a peripheral portion 5 around 
the center hole {hereinafter called as "center hole peripheral 
portion 5) , an external peripheral portion 6 and an information 
5 storage area portion 7 for storing opt ically readable information . 
Here, the center hole peripheral portion 5 and the external 
peripheral portion 6 are non-information recording area and thus 
contain no information. The external peripheral portion 6 and 
information storage area portion 7 have a thickness of, for 

10 example, 0.6 mm or less and are made thinner than the center 
hole peripheral portion S. The information storage disc 3 is 
mounted on the recessed portion 4 in such a way that information 
recording side of the information storage disc 3 faces the 
recessed portion 4. As shown in Fig. 1(B), the external 

15 peripheral portion 6 of the information storagedisc 3 is attached 
to the recessed portion 4 by means of adhesive means 8 such as 
peelable and weak adhesive, thereby the adhesive means S attaches 
the information storage disc 3 to the recessed portion 4 in a 
detachable fashion . 

20 For a concrete example of this disc carrying post card 

1, for example, a polycarbonate resin is used as a material for 
a base material of the information storage disc 3, the diameter 
of the disc is 8 cm, and the thickness of the information storage 
area portion 7 is 0.6 mm or less. Appropriate selecting of a 

25 weight cf the post card main body 2 allows an overall weight 
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of the disc carrying post card to be equivalent to that of a 
conventional post card, resulting in being capable of mailing 
it as a pest card. 

Figs. 2(A) and 2(3) show .modification of the 
above-mentioned embodiment of the present invention. In this 
embodiment, the above-mentioned recessed portion 4 is provided 
with a through hole S corresponding to the center hole peripheral 
portion 5 of the information storage disc 3 . Theprojectec center 
hole peripheral portion 5 is fit to the through hole 9. Further, 
adhesive means 8 attaches an entire surface of the information 
recording side 10 which faces the recessed portion 4 to the 
recessed portion 4 in a detachable fashion . In the above example, 
although the adhesive means 8 attaches the entire surface of 
the information recording side 10 facing the recessed portion 
4 to the recessed portion 4 in a detachable fashion, the present 
invention is not limited thereto. For example it is possible 
to attach only the external peripheral portion 6 of the 
information storage disc 3 to the recessed portion 4 in a 
detachable fashion. As adhesive means 8, an adhesive which has 
weak, peelable adhesive strength and does not remain on the 
detached disc when peeled may be used. In addition, it is 
possible to use a peelable sheet comprising temporarily bonded 
two films. Such a peelable sheet can be employed to fit the 
information storage disc 3 to the recessed portion 4 in a 
detachable fashion. It is also allowed to use a resin having 
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a thermo-compression adhesive property. Such a resin may be 
applied to the recessed portion 4 corresponding to the external 
peripheral portion 6 or the entire surface of the information 
storage disc 3 by thermo-compression bonding for retaining the 
5 information storage disc 3 in a detachable fashion. 

The above example provides the recessed portion v;ith a 
through hole corresponding to the center hole peripheral portion 
of the information storage disc. However, this through hole 
needs not to be a substantial hole . It is alsopcssible tc provide 
10 the recessed portion 4 with another recessed porticn 

corresponding to the center hole peripheral port ion for receiving 
it. In an alternative example, an adhesive sheet may be used 
to cover the through hole in the recessed portion 4 in a detachable 
fashion. 

15 Fig. 3 shows the second embodiment of the present invention. 

In this embodiment, a disc-form region 11 is provided at a 
specified position on the post card main body 2 corresponding 
to the shape of the information storage disc 3. The disc-form 
region 11 is composed by being divided by radial slits 12 to 

20 provide, for example, four support flaps 13 having a shape of 
sector. Each of the support flaps 13 can be raised to be folded 
at an external portion of the disc-form region 11. Further, 
each of the support flaps 13 is alternately placed on both sides 
of the information storage disc 3 positioned to disc-form region 

25 11 to retain the disc. An adhesive seal 14 is attached to tips 
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of the support flaps 13 on each side of the information storage 
disc 3, thereby being attached to the center of information 
storage disc 3 to hold the information storage disc 3 in 
cooperation with the plurality of support flaps 13 on both sides. 
As a result, a post card carrying information storage disc 3 
car. be provided. 

Fig . 4 shows the third embodiment of the present invention . 
In this embodiment, the recessed portion 4 is formed at a specified 
position of the post card main body 2 by using a sheet 15 such 
as a paper sheet or the like to cover an opening smaller than 
the s.ze or cne information storage disc 3. The external 
peripheral portion 6 of the information storage disc 3 is attached 
to the external peripheral portion 16 of the recessed portion 
4 by means of adhesive means 8 in a detachable fashion. 

Fig. 5 shews a modification of the third embodiment. The 
recessed portion 4 is formed at a specified position of the post 
card main body 2 by using a sheet 17, such as a paper sheet, 
a transparent plastic film, to cover an opening having a size 
of capable of receiving the information storage disc 3. The 
information storage disc 3 is mounted on the recessed portion 
4 so that the information recording side of the information 
storage disc 3 faces the recessed portion 4 and the external 
peripheral portion 6 of the information storage disc 3 is attached 
to the sheet 17 by means of adhesive means 8 in a detachable 
fashion. 
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Fig. 6 shows the fourth embodiment of the present invention . 
In this embodiment, the post card main body 2 itself comprising 
a post card plate 18 for describing an address and the like is 
made of the same synthetic resin material as that of the base 
5 material of the information storage disc 3. Further, the post 
card main body 2 has an opening larger than the size of the 
information storage disc 3. The disc 3 and the post card main 
body 2 are unified by a connecting portion 2C provided between 
the periphery of the information storage di sc 3 and the periphery 

10 of the opening of the post card plate 18 in a detachable fashion. 
In Fig. 6, the information storage disc 3 is surrounded by 
arc-shape separation 21 which is formed by alternate arrangement 
of slits 19 and the short width connecting portions 20. The 
number and position cf the arrangement of these slits and the 

15 connecting portions are not limitative to the shown embodiment. 
Thereby the short width connecting portions 20 connect the pest 
card plate 18 to the information storage disc 3 in a detachable 
f ashicn. The short width connecting portion 20 of the separation 
21 car. be easily broken, preventing an unfavorable effect such 

20 as breakage on the information storage disc 3 when detached. 
In this embodiment, the connecting portion may be formed by 
injection molding at the same time when the plate and the disc 
are molded. Alternatively, it is possible to insert separately 
molded connecting portion between the plate and the disc and 

25 weld it thereto. 
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Each of the above-mentioned embodiments exemplifies an 
information storage disc made of polycarbonate resin as a base 
material thereof . The present invention is not limited thereto 
and may employ ether materials for use in such an information 
storage disc. The present invention does not specify strength 
or hardness of information storage discs and is applicable to 
other characteristics. 

While there has been described what are at present 
considered to be preferred embodiments of the present invention, 
it will be understood that various modifications may be made 
thereto, and it is intended that the appended claims cover all 
such modifications as fail within the true spirit and scope of 
the invention. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A disc carrying post card comprising: 

an information storage disc having a hole at the cenzer 
thereof for installation on an information read/write device, 
5 said information storage disc comprising 

a peripheral portion provided around the hole, said 
peripheral portion having a predetermined thickness, said 
peripheral portion being used as a non-inf ormaticn recording 
area, 

10 an information storage area portion for storing 

optically readable information, said information storage 
area portion having a thickness thinner than that of the 
peripheral portion around the hole, and 

an external peripheral portion having a thickness 
15 thinner than that of the peripheral portion around the center 

hole, said external peripheral portion being used as a 
non-information recording area; 

a pest card main body provided with a recessed portion 
at a specified position, said recessed portion being formed by 
20 embossing the main body in a circular form corresponding tc a 
shape of said information storage disc; and 

adhesive means for attaching the external peripheral 
portion of the information storage disc to the recessed portion 
in a detachable fashion so as that information recording side 
25 of the information storage disc faces the recessed portion. 
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2. A disc carrying post card according to claim 1, wherein said 
recessed portion is provided with a through hole corresponding 
to the peripheral portion of the information storage disc such 
that the peripheral portion around the center hole is fir thereto. 

3. A disc carrying post card comprising: 

an information storage disc having a hole at the center 
thereof for installation on an inf ormation read/write device, 
said information storage disc comprising 

a peripheral portion provided around the hole, said 
peripheral portion having a predetermined thickness, said 
peripheral portion being used as a non-information recording 
area, 

an information storage area portion for storing 
optically readable information, said information storage 
ares portion having a thickness thinner than that of the 
peripheral portion around the hole, and 

an external peripheral portion having a thickness 
thinner than that cf the peripheral portion aroiand the center 
hole, said external peripheral portion being used as a 
ncn-information recording area; 

a post card main body, on which a disc-form region is 
provided at a specified position corresponding to the shape of 
the inf ormat ion storage disc, said di sc- form region bei ng divided 
by radial slits extending from the center thereof to provide 
a plurality of support flaps each having a shape of sector, 
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wherein each of the support flaps is alternately placed 
on both sides of the information storage disc positioned to said 
disc-form region , and wherein an adhesive seal is attached to 
tips of the support flaps on each side of the information storage 
5 disc to hold the information storage disc. 
4. A disc carrying post card comprising: 

an information storage disc having a hole at the center 
thereof for installation on an information read/write device, 
said information storage disc comprising 
10 a peripheral portion provided around the hole, said 

peripheral portion having a predetermined thickness, said 
peripheral portion being used as a non-information recording 
area, 

an information storage area portion for storing 
15 optically readable information, said information storage 

area portion having a thickness thinner than that cf the 
peripheral portion around the hole, and 

an external peripheral portion having a thickness 
thinner than that of the peripheral portion around the center 
20 hole, said external peripheral portion being used as a 

non-information recording area; 

a post card main body provided with a recessed portion 
at a specified position, said recessed portion beingmade smaller 
than the information storage disc in size; and 
25 adhesive means for attaching the external peripheral 
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portion of the information storage disc to external peripheral 

portion of the recessed portion 4 in a detachable fashion so 

as that information recording side of the information storage 

disc faces the recessed portion. 

5. A disc carrying post card comprising: 

an information storage disc having a hole at the center 

thereof for installation or. an information read/write device, 

said information storage disc comprising 

a peripheral portion provided around the hole, said 
peripheral portion having a predetermined thickness, said 
peripheral portion being used as a non-inf ormaticn recording 
area, 

an information storage area portion for storinc 
optically readable information, said information storage 
area portion having a thickness thinner than that of the 
peripheral portion around the hole, and 

an external peripheral portion having a thickness 
thinner than that of the peripheral portion around the center 
hole, said external peripheral portion being used as a 
non-information recording area; 

a post card main body provided with a recessed portion 
at a specified position, said recessed portion being formed by 
providing an opening having a size of capable of receiving the 
information storage disc and using a sheet to cover said opening; 
and 
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adhesive means for attaching the external peripheral 
portion of the information storage disc to the recessed portion 
in a detachable fashion so as that information recording side 
of the information storage disc faces the recessed portion. 
5 6. A disc carrying post card comprising: 

an information storage disc made of a synthetic resin 
material, said disc having a hole at the center thereof for 
installation on an information read/write device, said 
information storage disc comprising 
10 a peripheral portion provided around the hole, said 

peripheral portion having a predetermined thickness, said 
peripheral portion being used as a non-information recording 
area, 

an information storage area portion for storing 
15 optically readable information, said information storage 

area portion having a thickness thinner than that of the 
peripheral portion around the hole, and 

an external peripheral portion having a thickness 
thinner than that of the peripheral portion around the center 
20 hole, said external peripheral portion being used as a 

non-information recording area; 

a post card plate having an opening larger than said 
information storage disc, said post card plate being made of 
the same synthetic resin as that of said information storage 
25 disc; and 
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a connecting portion for connecting said post card plate to the 
information storage disc between the periphery of the information storage disc 
and the periphery of the opening of the post card plate in a detachable fashion. 

7. A disc carrying post card, substantially as herein before described with 
reference to, and as shown in, Figures 1 A and IB of the accompanying 
drawings. 

8. A disc carrying post card, substantially as herein before described with 
reference to, and as shown in, Figures 2A and 2B of the accompanying 
drawings. 

9. A disc carrying post card, substantially as herein before described with 
reference to, and as shown in, Figure 3 of the accompanying drawings. 

10. A disc carrying post card, substantially as herein before described with 
reference to, and as shown in, Figure 4 of the accompanying drawings. 

11. A disc carrying post card, substantially as herein before described with 
reference to, and as shown in, Figure 5 of the accompanying drawings. 

12. A disc carrying post card, substantially as herein before described with 
reference to, and as shown in, Figure 6 of the accompanying drawings. 

13. Any novel feature or combination of features disclosed herein. 
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